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the following factors influence the status of science and scientific
8, scientific capabilities and potential:

L

(a) National policy toward lcimcD

Vhen national policy in Hungary is publicized along these lines , 8 great
deal of lip service is paid to science and sciemtific research, but that
is Just about as far as it goes. In Hungary there are no funds vhatsoever
available for pure research, and the only funds made available for applied
research are allocated exclusively to situations vhere immediate results
can be obtained to increase some type of production. Hungarian citizens
are ever in the foreground in these projects vhere they can be cbserved by
the populace, but they have no real authority, snd the Soviets y who alvays
remain in the background, are the real ones in charge and in complete
control.

(v) Influemce of political pressures on scientific reuu-cg

Political pressures exist both in aim and toward perscnnel. These pres-
sures are imvariably channseled to immediate econcmic consideratious,
aothing long-rangs, and always in accordance with the Party line. How-
over, political pressures 4o not alvays work out as planned. Yor example,
mlﬁ, ah expert in gasoline and stesm engines at the
Techmical Institute i Budapest, openly and publicly rebelled sgainst
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politicel pressures, stating that the pressures applied were contrary .to
80od research and free thinking. Despite this rebellion nowever, Professor
Komondy 8ti1l occupied his position ‘at the Institute, to my kmowledge, as
late as 1951 and 1952, for the reason that he was too prominent a man for
the Soviets to dismiss.  The real point is that he was needed too badly and
there was no one to replace him. "It is interesting, to note

that the Soviets do not conduct brain-washings. of people in 1ike
Professor Komondy because (a) he is too greatly needed, and
(b) because changing his mind through brain-washing in one Tespect would

Snswlbohle shonea 4% 40 a1 paseacd= ool dloeotoo Al oo v.e o ~ -
A T Wy CLMMES. &V Ak Tk LTOYCUVS, Gl VUSIEUY USSUIYY 1018 uselulneBs.

(c) Atmosphere for scientific resesrch, such a i incentives, avail-
ubility of facilities for research, etclﬂrﬂ

In 80 far as true scientists are.concerned, there iz no need to create an
atmospbere for scientific-research and the use of incentives, because the
personal incentive will always be present in-the true sclentist to con-
tinue his research, regardless of bis emviromment, In fact, and although
this may sound strange at first, adverse conditions and a hostile environ-
meat usually cause researchers to become more and more introverted, and
these factors thereby tend to make the researchers better sclentists be-
cause of this introversion and escspe from surroundings. Despite all this
though, certainly the research facilities are chamnaled along the lires

mtimd‘ above, that is, to immediate economic considerations
accordance with the Party line,

(d). Standards of scientific education:

In Bungary, the standards of scientific education remained as high as ever
befors, until September or October 1348, when the standards of the edu-
cated changed. Note tha the standards of the educaced"
rather than "the standards of educetion.” |in Septem-
ber or October 1948 vhen the policy changed, all persoms who were there-
after permitted to be educated or to emroll for education had to pass
detailed political questicpnaires in order to attend universities. How-
ever, even than, there is considerable discrimination against the middle
classes, ¢ b ie if you will, in favor of the lowest classes -
the peop. refer as "poor, feverish Communists." For
oxsmple, the nembers of the middle classes - tne classes vhich had here-
tofore furnished most of the scientists and researchers - who satisfacto-
rily completed the political questionnsires in order to enroll in
uaiversities, frequently would be passed over because they were members of
the middle class, and the poor, feverish, Camsunists would be enrolled in
their stead. Thus, from the autumn of 1548, enrollments in Rungarian
uaiversities have Deen made on the basis of political consideratioms rather
than on merit and adbility.

(o) Quality and supply of scientific-technical unpowet|:|

a8 q y of 8 8 eunrolle

uaiversities has suffered a sharp and ccatinuous drop since the gutumn of
1948, it is inevitedble that the quality and supply of cospetent scienmtific
and techaical personmsl have likevise declined.

tific literature col.iected and dinuiute«i in

oaly restrictiom im Nungary on the free collection of, and individual
subscription to, foreiga scieatific literature bus been the availability
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of funds, which have always had to be budgeted. In other words, funds are

alvays limited and have to be carefully allocated, but that is the o
restriction o e tion of foreign scieptiﬂc_: literature. . 25X1
refer only to scientific publications. 25X1

7.

8.

others, particularly those publications discussing political matters, have
been prohibited. ‘A typical example of the type of foreign literature which
MMbmmmMipTMngazine. :

The folloving date on the. Ministry of Higher Bducation is needed:

. stitutions; ‘incentives offered; scholarships; subject Fielas given )

Hare again the methods of recruitment follow the line already

-indicated. ' That is, recruitment is ‘based primarily y tical consider-

atioms, with qualified and able students discriminated against. io they are 2ol

of the bourgeolsie, and favoritism is invarisbly shown the politically

ortliodax, poor, feverish, Commumists 5 regardless of their abilities and 25X1

(8) Methods of recruitment of science students for higher educational 1n.

aptitudes.  Under this system, there is no reason to. dige ves and

scholarshipe, | ‘ % 25%1
scientific education is

chasseled to Immediate econamid comsiderations i ‘ '

\
ations, ‘tied in with the aim of an

imsediate increase in production, and alvays in accordance with the Party 25%1

lime. Also in this commection, it should be ‘observed that, in Hungary,

‘except ‘for religious groups, student dormito were completely unknown and

unheard of until 1948 or 19ﬁ9ﬁ However, in whichever year 25X1
it wes, dermitories began to or the first time for the housing of 25X1

university students. Theretofore » studerts had alvays lived at home, or in

-other private homes, or in boarding houses, but never in dormitories. This

also ties im with the enrolling of the poor, feverish, Communists, as it is

such ‘as these vho are immediately villing to live g8 students in university

dormitories. A further remson, of course, for the erection of these dormi.-

tories is the fact that studeat aid 1s thereby aade considerably easier ami 25X1
more sconomical. Purthermore, the dormitories offer an uneurpsssed oppor-

tunity for contimuous political indoctrimt'ion.’ _ .

:lcrw.au- and self-criticism, both favorable and unfavorsble, concerning

standards of higher educetion; absenieeism; perceztage of failuras 3
' BSasures taken to insure improvements; morale of professors and atudentaD 25X1

\

» for the firet time, stuay grops of from 15 to 20
students per group were organiszed in the uunrnitiql under a Communist Party
student leader for och group, as well as o Communiast Party secretary, and o
secret Comiminist agezt whose identity is unkmown but vho reports on both the
stwdents of the Eroup and the professors vho teach the srowp. These study
SFOWPS are required to do everything together - attend political demon- 25X1
strations, rallies, even motion Pictures, etc. These groups are purposely
asde awmerically small for the sake of tighter comtrol over the studeats, as

dsmesstration, there could comceivably be comsidersble sbsenteeism. Hovever, 25X1
ﬂn_}bcﬂ.mho@&nﬁto&mmnram, vith a kpown in-

former of en waknova identity in each growp, the oppertunities for deviation

are comsideradly lessened.

- and .
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